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Program Overview

This study abroad program to London offers UW-Madison students the unique opportunity to travel to England on a program customized for UW-Madison students.   Participants will be living and attending classes with other UW-Madison students.   The program is designed to give participants insight into British culture; therefore, all courses and sponsored events provide an overview of the history, politics, and customs of this unique city and country.

The program is located in the Kensington neighborhood of London and consists of three main buildings:

1) Foundation House:  The Foundation House is the name of the building where all of your classes are held and where the UW London Study Centre office is located.  The London Study Centre staff (Mary, Britt, and Mick) coordinates all of the logistics for this program.  You will spend a significant amount of time in this building during the school week.
2) Metrogate: This is a building servicing American students in the Kensington neighborhood (other universities also have programs in Kensington, and you’ll see these students around Metrogate and Foundation House).  Upon arrival, this is the place you will check-in to receive your housing assignment and key.  Metrogate is open 24-hours a day and has a computer lab, study rooms, and laundry facility.  Your mailbox is located here too, so this will be your mailing address.  

3) Housing: All UW-students live in the same building in separate flats.  Flats are similar to apartments, except they are usually smaller and can hold anywhere from six to 25 people.  Everyone will share a bedroom with one, two or three people, and the kitchen/living room area is shared by everyone in the flat.  How many people you have in your particular flat will vary, and you will not know who your flatmates are until you arrive in London.  UW-Madison students are only housed with other UW-Madison program participants; however there will be American students from other universities living in the building too.  The flats are located just a few blocks away from Foundation House and Metrogate.                 
On this program, you will not enroll in a different university abroad and take classes alongside British students.  Since this can make it more difficult to meet British peers, UW students are affiliated with Imperial College, located just a few blocks from the flats.  You will have access to Imperial College’s student union, their newly renovated recreation facility, and can join intramural clubs and teams at this university.  So although you won’t be taking classes at Imperial College, there are opportunities to meet British students and get involved.

Program Staff

The London on-site staff consists of three qualified individuals ready to assist you with anything you may need while abroad.  Their office is located in Foundation House, and you will probably find yourself stopping at least once a day to chat or check out the latest events they have planned.  Having lived in London for many years, they are an excellent resource for questions you may have about the city, England, or Europe in general.  They are incredibly friendly and approachable, and are an invaluable asset to participants.

	Mary Hall

Mary is the on-site Director for the London program.  She oversees all of the program logistics and ensures that things are running smoothly.  Mary has been working with study abroad students in London for the past 20+ years and is a wealth of knowledge and support for participants.  Mary is always available to listen to the questions and concerns of UW students.
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	Mick Hill

Mick helps plan and facilitate the weekly events and excursions that students participate in throughout the semester.  As a former Head Master for a children’s school, he is extremely organized and efficient.  He has traveled all over Europe and can give you advice for trips you may take while abroad.  However, he is perhaps most remembered for his sense of humor.  If you’re not familiar with British wit, you will be after meeting Mick!
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	Britt Lonsdale

As a registered London tour guide, Britt assists with the different events and excursions for the program.  She is extremely knowledgeable about London and its history.  Britt is an incredible resource for sites and events you may not find in a typical guide book.  Many students are especially grateful to have her when friends or relatives visit, because she offers great suggestions on restaurants, shows and events.
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Contact Information

On-Site Program Information

Your primary contacts in London will be:

Your mailing address will be:

Mary Hall, London Director


 
Metrogate

Mick Hill & Britt Lonsdale



University of Wisconsin

University of Wisconsin London Program

Attn: YOUR NAME
Foundation House




3-7 Queens Gate Terrace

114 Cromwell Road




London SW7 5PE

London SW7 4ES England



England

TEL: 011-44-207-591-7765

FAX: 011-44-207-591-7766

E-mail: lsc@fie.org.uk   

UW-Madison Information

International Academic Programs (IAP)

University of Wisconsin-Madison

250 Bascom Hall, 500 Lincoln Drive

Madison, WI 53706

Tel:  608-265-6329, Fax: 608-262-6998
Web: www.studyabroad.wisc.edu 
For Program Advising & Grades:

        
For Financial Matters:
Jessa Boche



        

Judy Humphrey

IAP Study Abroad Advisor

       

IAP Financial Specialist

TEL: 608-265-6329



        
TEL: 608-262-6785

boche@bascom.wisc.edu
 
       
         
jhumphrey@bascom.wisc.edu 

UW-Madison Instructor Teaching in London Spring 2010:

Professor Stephen Hilyard
Art Department 

TEL: (608) 262-8812
hilyard@wisc.edu
Emergency Contact Information

In case of emergency only you may call Mary Hall’s home number:

011-44-207-723-6930
Or call the main IAP number 608-265-6329 between 7:45 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday; after-hours or on weekends call the IAP staff on call at (608) 516-9440.

Program Dates 

Arrive in London/First day that housing is available:

Thursday, January 7, 2010*
Classes Begin:





Monday, January 11, 2010
Mid-Term Break:





March 1-5, 2010
Last day of classes/exams:




Thursday, April 22, 2010
Departure Date / Move out of housing:

   Friday, April 23, 2010
* All participants need to ensure that they arrive in London by January 7th to participate in the pre-semester orientation program in the late afternoon/early evening. 
Preparation Before Leaving

Refer to the Pre-Departure Checklist on pages four and five of the IAP Study Abroad Handbook for essential information.  

Embassy Registration

All program participants who are U.S. citizens must register at the U.S. Embassy before departure as this will help in case of a lost passport or other mishaps.  You can register on-line at https://travelregistration.state.gov. If you are not a U.S. citizen, register at your home country’s embassy or consulate. 

U.S. Embassy in London

24 Grosvenor Square

London, W1A 1AE

Switchboard: 44 (20)7499-9000

www.usembassy.org.uk 
Obtain Necessary Documents/Materials

Passport 

A passport is needed to travel to England.  Apply immediately for a passport if you do not already have one.  Passport information and application forms can be found on the U.S. State Department website http://travel.state.gov/passport.   If you already have your passport, make sure it will be valid for at least 6 months beyond the length of your stay abroad.  

Student Visitor Visa Letter
The length of your program is less than 6 months, so a Student Visitor Visa is required.  You will be entering the UK as a Student Visitor, which requires you to provide the Immigration Officer with specific documentation upon your arrival in the UK.  You may not work or extend your stay in the UK as a Student Visitor.  The following items are absolutely required when you enter the UK:

1.  Original letter from UW-Madison that provides details about you and the 

program.  You will receive this letter (along with more information about the visa 

process) at orientation in the fall.

2.  Necessary funds to pay for your course fees and support yourself for the entire period you intend to stay in the UK.  Student Visitors in London should be prepared to demonstrate £800 per month for the duration of the program.  This can be in the form of scholarship, grant, or other financial aid award letters as well as bank statements in your name which are dated no more than one calendar month before you arrive in the UK.  
3.  Your willingness to leave the UK once your course of study is complete.  You must show return tickets or an itinerary with your name and information on them.

4.  Your valid US Passport.  Your passport should not expire while you are in the UK.

You will receive a stamp in your passport when you present your documents.  If you travel outside of the UK during your program, you must show the Immigration Officer your Student Visitor Stamp, along with the documents outlined above, in order to re-enter the UK.  
Further information can be found on the UK Border Agency’s website:

http://www.ukba.homeoffice.gov.uk/studyingintheuk/
If you plan on entering the UK through Ireland, please contact IAP for further instructions. 
Proof of Health Insurance 

As a participant on an IAP program, you have medical and emergency evacuation insurance through Cultural Insurance Services International (CISI).  Please make sure that you are familiar with the coverage provided and carry the insurance card with you.

Medications 

Please bring all needed prescribed medications since you will not be able to get them in England. Carry them in your carry-on in their original containers.  If you wear contact lenses, also bring glasses in case you lose your lenses.  Your U.S. prescription(s) will not be accepted and, if you were to need new lenses, you would have to have an eye exam in England.

International Student ID Card (ISIC) 

This card will be useful to you in Europe, entitling you to a number of reduced student rates in fees and ticket including museums, concerts, movies, and rail and air travel. Information on the card is available on-line at http://www.isiccard.com.  ISIC cards can be purchased at STA Travel on State Street.  You are not required to purchase the card. 

Handling Money Abroad

There are many options for handling money abroad, and it is difficult to say which one is the best.  General tips for study abroad students are listed in the IAP Study Abroad Handbook.  The tips below are suggestions for ways to handle money in London.
ATM/Debit Cards

By far, the easiest and most convenient way to draw money from a U.S. bank is by using an ATM card.  There are a large number of cash (ATM) machines in London (and throughout Europe) which connect with systems such as CIRRUS and PLUS.  Usually, the exchange rate at ATM machine is as good if not better than at a bank.  It is important that you talk to your bank in advance about your plans to travel abroad.  You should check with them to see if your ATM card will function properly in the UK, if you need to use a different PIN abroad, and if there will be any fees and service charges while you are abroad.  Also, check the maximum amount you can withdraw in one day or one week as this can vary from bank to bank.  You may want to consider taking an extra ATM card with you in case yours gets demagnetized or eaten in an ATM machine.   Always leave the extra ATM card in your flat.  And once in London, do not ask for a Tyme machine - they do not exist!  Ask for a cash point or ATM machine instead.  

Many restaurants and retailers in London now use the “Chip and Pin” method of verifying a card payment to reduce fraud and counterfeits.  Basically, it usually entails entering your PIN number instead of signing the receipt.  However, many cards from America have not been upgraded to this system.  Most places will just let you sign as usual, but some will not.  Therefore, you may have to utilize one of the many ATMs located around London and pay cash.  You might need to ask the establishment if they accept cards without a “Chip and Pin.”
Similarly to an ATM/Debit card, traveler cards may be another option to consider.  A traveler’s card works like a debit card, in that you can make purchases and receive money from ATMs, and is refundable if lost.  Money can be added to the card via email or phone using a credit card, debit card, or funds from a savings account (although they may only allow this transaction to take place with cards from the same travel card company, so be sure to check).   This card has to be ordered in advance, and not all banks provide this service.  Although a few companies have cards like these, past participants recommend using the Visa TravelMoney Card and the American Express Traveler’s Cheque Card.   
Credit Cards

Most major U.S. credit cards can be used worldwide and are extremely valuable in a financial emergency. It is highly advisable to obtain a major credit card in your name (not a parent) before studying abroad.  Master Card and Visa are the most widely accepted cards worldwide and Discover cards are often not accepted in the UK or throughout Europe.  Be sure to record your credit card number and emergency card numbers in a separate place in case your card is stolen or lost.  In general try not to let your card out of your sight during any transactions to reduce chances of fraudulent copying.  
Banks

The four main banks in the UK are National Westminster, HSBC, Barclays, and Lloyds.  Their services are very similar and they have branches all over the UK.  However, most major banks will not allow you to open a bank account unless you have lived in the UK for one year.  Some of the local building societies (similar to a Savings and Loan) will open an account for you.  They will give you a cash card, which you can use to withdraw cash from a cash (ATM) machine.

Important Tips:

· Not all merchants accept credit cards, regardless of the name brand.  VISA and Master Card are the most commonly accepted cards. Past participants have found it difficult using a Discover Card or American Express as they are not as widely accepted. 

· Be aware that credit card companies do charge a fee for “cash advances” if you choose to take money out of an ATM using a credit card.  Be sure you know what these fees are before you leave the U.S. as well as the maximum daily withdrawal.

· Many credit cards also require you set up a PIN number to use your credit card for ATM withdrawals before you leave so call your credit card company to create one if necessary.

· Before you leave for London, make sure to get confidential four-digit international identification numbers to use with your credit card while you are overseas. 

· Typically, the amount charged to your credit card bill is based on the exchange rate on the day that your bank or credit card company processed the transaction.

Transferring Funds From Home 

To ensure that you will have enough money while abroad, plan ahead by preparing a budget calculating how much you will need and then adding some for a cushion and emergency situations.  Money orders and banker drafts from U.S. banks can take up to 4 weeks to clear in a UK bank account.  In the event that you do need money transferred to you, consider the following options:

· ATM/Travel Card:  If you have an ATM card or a travel card, have a family member of friend deposit funds into your U.S. bank account. Transferring funds from one bank account to another can take up to five business days so plan accordingly.
· WESTERN UNION:  There is a Western Union office close to the London Study Centre.  Information on how Western Union transfers money worldwide can be found on-line at http://www.westernunion.com.  Western Union does charge a fee for this service based on the amount of money sent.  

· AMERICAN EXPRESS MONEYGRAM:  This is an immediate cash transfer, where neither sender nor receiver needs to have an American Express card.  Call the Moneygram Information Line at (800) 543-4080 to find the nearest participating office from which money can be sent.  Transactions must be initiated at an American Express office in the U.S. and completed at one of their branch offices abroad.  Fees vary according to the amount of money sent.  
Packing 
Effective packing is a refined art.  The following tips are suggestions which might help when you are packing: 

Ensure that every bag is marked in capital letters with your name, address and final destination both inside and outside of the bag.  Be warned that both trains and planes place additional charges on extra or overweight luggage.  Please check with your airline for the most recent regulations on check-in procedures and carry-on baggage.  Do not bring a piece of baggage that is so heavy that you cannot lift or move it without help.  A good test is to pack everything you want to take and see if you can walk around the block.

Avoid overpacking!  If you look at any experienced traveler, the first thing you will notice is how little luggage s/he has with them.  The more clothes you pack, the more you will have to take care of, and the heavier your suitcase will be.  Make sure that everything you pack is essential.  Also, you will probably accumulate quite a few gifts and souvenirs so it is a good idea to leave space in your suitcases.  In addition, your flats will not have a lot of closet space or storage room.   Plan accordingly and pack lightly. 
Take Practical Clothes – avoid bringing clothes that need dry-cleaning (expensive…).   Clothes that require minimal care, are comfortable to travel in, and can be layered are best to take.  These items include T-shirts, lightweight sweaters and sweatshirts.  Layering is the best way to combat the unpredictable British temperature both inside and out as you may find houses are not heated to the same degree that they are in the States.  Casual clothing is the most comfortable for day-to-day British life.  But if you plan on going clubbing, out to dinner, or to the theatre at night, dressier clothing would be best.  Some clubs in London even have dress codes. Also, bring at least one nice outfit for the farewell dinner.  
Roll Your Clothes.  The fashion industry uses this method of packing as you can fit more in your suitcase and have fewer wrinkles in your clothes upon arrival.  
Take a Backpack or a Side Pack.  Backpacks are easier to carry than suitcases on longer trips.   Internal frame packs are comfortable to carry, but can be cumbersome on trains and buses.  A small travel bag is convenient for weekend trips and a day pack (like a messenger bag) is handy for around town or day trips.

Essential Extras:
· Comfortable shoes (make sure you break in new ones)

· Strong umbrella and raincoat or waterproof parka

· Wind-up or battery-operated alarm clock

· Washcloth and 2 bath towels (bed sheets will be provided in the flats)

· Travel purse (one that you wear around your neck and tuck inside your clothing) or money belt for passport, ID, and money

· Small sewing kit and scissors (be sure to pack these in your suitcase, not your carry on)
· Digital camera or film (film is less expensive in the U.S.) 
· Batteries (in U.K. they are weaker and more expensive)

· Shower shoes i.e. flip flops (for youth hostels)

At the end of your program, you will likely have accumulated souvenirs, new clothing and various other space consuming goods that you want to bring back with you. During the last week of the program, donation bins will be placed in your flat to collect unwanted clothing, towels, food, etc. If you need more space, donate large or bulky items and items that can easily be replaced back in the U.S. 

Electrical Appliances 
Electrical service is not identical throughout the world.  English electricity runs on 240 volts, while U.S. runs on 110 volts.  Hence, if you plan to bring any electrical appliances (hairdryer, electric razor, radio, etc.), you will need to purchase in the U.S. both a converter for the voltage and an adapter to fit British sockets, both of which are different from those in Europe.  IAP advises students against bringing any appliances from the U.S.  Instead, we recommend that you purchase an inexpensive hairdryer, curling iron/straightener or radio in London – the money you spend will save you from blown fuses in your flat and fried converters.  In the past, roommates have often split the cost of these small appliances and then shared them for the semester.

The London Staff has a small supply of hairdryers, curling irons, etc., which students have left behind.  For a small charge (£5 which is partially refundable), you are able to rent any available items and return at the end of the semester.  NOTE:  There are not enough of these items for all participants, so interested students should stop in to the London Staff office after arrival to look through the available items.  

However, if you do decide to bring electrical appliances from the U.S., make sure the converter (transformer) is suitable for the appliance.  Radio Shack, Best Buy, or another appliance store can help you find what you need.  Make sure that you purchase both a converter and adapter.  Be aware that sockets vary from country to country.   

Computers

Many students ask if they should take a computer with them overseas.  Some past participants had found it useful to have a personal computer, while others were glad they didn’t have to worry about a valuable possession abroad.  They can be a high-risk theft item, so if you do bring one make sure it is insured.  Remember, you will have 24 hour access to a computer lab in the neighborhood.  
If you plan on bringing a laptop, make sure that it can run on dual voltage.  The US typically runs on 110 V and England runs on 240 V.  If your computer is unable to handle the increased voltage, it can cause damage to your computer and cause electrical shorts in the flats.  However, almost all newer laptops (as well as camera and cell phone chargers) have built-in converters in their power supplies that will allow you to switch between the different voltages.  Therefore, all you would need is a plug adapter to fit your American plug into an English socket.  This can be found at most travel stores in the U.S. or can be bought for about £3 once you get to London.  Be sure to check if your computer has duel voltage capabilities, because if not, you would need to buy a voltage converter which can often be expensive and cumbersome.
Arrival Information

Instructions

You are responsible for making your own travel arrangements to and from London.  Make sure you have about £80-100 in cash for your arrival.  Once you arrive in London, please report to the reception desk at:


Metrogate


3-7 Queens Gate Terrace


London SW7 5PE


Tel: 0207-823-7440
This is not the address of your flat.  Metrogate is a check-in point for the nearby student residences.  They will give you your orientation folder and your apartment keys to your assigned residence.  The Metrogate reception desk is staffed 24 hours a day in case you arrive early or experience a delay and arrive late.  The door to Metrogate requires a key code to enter so when you arrive, ring the door bell to be granted entry. You will be given the codes for the doors at Metrogate and Foundation House at your pre-semester orientation after arriving.
If you decide to take a taxi from the airport to Metrogate, ask the taxi to wait for you while you check in and get your apartment key. Though you will have to pay for the time the taxi is waiting, you will be sure that you have a taxi available to take you to your housing rather than have to wait for another one.

Transport from Heathrow Airport

· The Underground (Tube): A one-way ticket costs £4.00 as of 6/17/09.  Take the Piccadilly Line to Gloucester Road station and then take a taxi for approximately £4.00 to Metrogate at 3-7 Queen’s Gate Terrace. The Tube ride will last for approximately 30 to 40 minutes. It is feasible to walk from the Tube station to Metrogate but past participants have said lugging their heavy suitcases for several blocks was not worth saving the money.
Note: At the Airport, remember to get a luggage trolley because the walk to the Underground from Terminals, 1, 2 and 3 is quite a hike carrying suitcases (it is shorter from Terminal 4).  But, once you enter the Underground, you cannot use the luggage trolley and you will have to negotiate steep escalators, stairs, and some long walks.  

· Mini-cab:  Another option is a mini-cab, which is more expensive unless there are 3 or 4 of you.  For 2 people, the cab is £30-35.  For 4-6 people, the fare will be more depending on the number of pieces of luggage.  When you clear immigration and customs, telephone Just Airports; they operate mini-cabs at the airport, have dealt with students from other programs over the years, and are very reliable.  Their number is 011-44-208-900-1666 or toll free at 0800 096 8096.  Always check that the driver is from Just Airports and do not get into a cab or mini-cab whose drivers are touting for business at the airport or railway station.  In addition, you can book a mini-cab before you leave the U.S. which means it will be waiting for you on arrival.  If you do not see the driver, go to the Information desk and ask for him/her to be paged.  
· British Rail Heathrow Express:  Look for the signs to Paddington Station. One-way fare is about £14.50 and the trains run every 15 minutes starting at 5:00 a.m.  From Paddington Station, it’s probably better to get a cab (follow sign up the escalator, cabs are just outside) to Metrogate. The cab will cost you approximately £7-10 depending on traffic.

Transport from Gatwick Airport

· British Rail Gatwick Express: Look for the signs to Victoria Station. One-way fare is about £14.90 with a journey time of a half-hour.  The trains run every 15 minutes starting at 5:00 a.m.  From Victoria Station, it’s probably better to get a cab (follow sign up the escalator, cabs are just outside) to Metrogate. The cab will cost you approximately £8.00 depending on traffic.

· The Underground (Tube) from Victoria: if you decide to take the Underground from Victoria Station, the cost is £4.00. Go to the District Line Westbound and take a train two stops to Gloucester Road. The Underground will be very crowded and busy, especially in the mornings, so be prepared.  From Gloucester Road, take a taxi for £5.00 to Metrogate.

· Buses and cabs: From Gatwick, these are both expensive and may take a long time because of traffic. The British Rail Gatwick Express train is definitely the best option.


The Academic Program 

General Information

The London Study Centre 

The University of Wisconsin London Program is based at Foundation House, 114 Cromwell Road, London SW7 4ES, UK (tel: 0-207-591-7765).  The nearest underground station is Gloucester Road on the Piccadilly, District and Circle lines.  In Foundation House, you will find the UW London Study Center (program office), faculty offices, classrooms, and student lounge.  

The UW London Study Center staff is there to help you with every aspect of the program from academic inquiries, drop/add, registration and other course-related questions, adjustment issues, and any other information to help you gain the most from your time in London.

The school week is four days long and each class usually meets one or two times per week. No unexcused absences are allowed.  It is very important that you attend all of your classes because a large part or your grade is based on your class attendance and/or participation.  Teachers do not accept traveling as an excuse for missing class. Besides, the classes you will take are extremely interesting and you will most likely look forward to attending them. 

Classes are not held on Fridays since they are reserved for prearranged field trips and other cultural activities.  Students are advised to not make any arrangements for weekend travel until you have attended all your classes and you know which days you will be participating in field trips and/or cultural activities.  In addition, some cultural activities take place on Saturdays and Sundays as well.

Textbooks 

The UW Professor teaching in London will tell you before you leave whether or not you need to purchase books for their class prior to your departure. These books will most likely be available at a local university bookstore in Madison.  For classes taught by British faculty, the books will be available in England.

You may want to take books for pleasure reading though!  Do not be afraid to check out the abundance of bookstores and libraries in London (especially on Charing Cross Road). 

Past participants often leave class materials and texts behind in the flats to avoid having to bring heavy books back to the States. Before purchasing any required texts, check the bookshelves in your flat to see if any of the books were left behind by former students.
Course Information

Classes are held at the London Study Centre located in Foundation House.  Students are required to register for either Contemporary Britain or Interpreting Popular Culture.  Students are also required to take one course taught by the UW faculty member.  In addition, all students must be registered for a minimum of twelve (12) and a maximum of fifteen (15) credits.  Each course in London is worth 3 UW-Madison credits.  There are no exceptions to these rules.

Courses are taught by UW-Madison professor(s) and British professors in various subjects. The UW professor(s) are different every semester; therefore the course offerings of the UW faculty change each semester. During Spring Semester 2010, Professor Stephen Hilyard from the Art Department will be the UW-Madison faculty member in London.  He will be teaching the following courses:
Contemporary British Art: From the Young British Artists to the Present 

(UW Course Equivalent: Art 448 for 3 credits)
In the late eighties the contemporary art scene in the UK entered a new phase, one which would prove to be unique in the western societies and which would place London at the center of the contemporary art world for at least a decade. The loose knit group of artists that emerged at this time came to be known as the “YBAs”; the Young British Artists. This movement was characterized by a wildly eclectic approach to both media and concept, the YBAs drew freely from movements of the past, particular Pop and Conceptual Art. As with earlier movements the YBA’s work began to be collected by various highly prestigious collectors, most notably Charles Saatchi, prices rose dramatically in the process. However, what made this movement unique was that it became a central part of the pop culture milieu of the time, many of the YBAs became celebrities at the same level as pop stars and football players. The contemporary art world became a part of mainstream British culture (with a small “c”) in a way it never has in other western nations. This is still true today.
This class will provide a survey of British Contemporary Art since 1990, with a particular emphasis on the most current practice in the field and the ways that it has been shaped by the YBA phenomenon. The class will make numerous field trips to contemporary art galleries and museums, including the Tate Modern, the Tate Britain, the Hayward Gallery, the Whitechapel Gallery, the Institute of Contemporary Art, the Serpentine Gallery and the Barbican Art Gallery. Readings will be assigned that will cover key artists and exhibitions from the period, class discussions will follow assigned readings. Students will write papers based on class visits and conduct individual research projects on specific contemporary artists or groups. Students will present their projects to the class at the end of the semester. 


British Artists & Nature: From JMW Turner to Andy Goldsworth
(UW Course Equivalent: Art 448 for 3 credits)

For centuries a deep rooted fascination with the natural world has existed in British culture. This class will look at the way this has manifested itself in the fine arts from the mid-nineteenth century to the present. We will study a range of artists from this period including JMW Turner, Henry Moore, Ian Hamilton-Finlay, Richard Long and Andy Goldsworthy. These artists worked in very different historical periods and media; Turner created romantic landscape paintings which are often seen as precursors to impressionism, Henry Moore was a modernist sculptor inspired by natural forms, Ian Hamilton-Finlay was a concrete poet and conceptual artist whose master piece took the form of a garden, Richard Long is a conceptual artist who presents the act of walking in landscape as his art form, Andy Goldsworthy is a site specific sculptor who creates ephemeral art objects in the landscape using only natural materials and his bare hands. What all these artist have in common is a particularly British veneration for nature, at once both low key in affect and yet intensely spiritual.

Scheduling permitting, this class will include a number of field trips outside London, including Stoney Path (Ian Hamilton-Finlay’s garden in the borders of Scotland), the Yorkshire Sculpture Park and Henry Moore’s house and studios at Perry Green. It will also take advantage of the extensive public collections in London.


London Program Faculty will be teaching the following courses:

Contemporary Britain (3 credits):  This course will focus students' attention on the characteristics of modern British life and society.  Students will examine cultural differences between the US and Britain and a variety of aspects of English society such as: the Monarchy and the history of the royal family; social class structure; regional and national differences in Britain; race and ethnicity; Britain and the European Community; Northern Ireland; British media; the welfare state; and the British educational system.  

Gender, Culture and Literature (3 credits): This intercultural course will explore the construction of gender through a variety of literary texts.  Issues such as racial and national identities, cross-cultural dislocations and representation of empire will be addressed as we analyze how male/female differences vary across cultures and are shaped by socio-historical determinants.  Theoretical and anthropological/sociological materials (articles) will be used to help illustrate the relationship between discourse, culture and gendered subjectivities.

History of London (3 credits): London today contains a rich legacy of its vibrant past in the context of a complex multi-cultural cosmopolitan city.  As the capitol city of the nation, and from its position as the political and economic center, a study of London directly illustrates the nation's historical experience.  The course will underline the many continuous themes of London life throughout its two thousand years of history from Roman times and emphasize the social and economic basis on which architecture, design, the arts and urban civilization have flourished.  Throughout the course the London experience will be studied in the context of the history of the nation.  As well as through history and literature, and visual experience will be strongly explored through slide presentations, videos, and visits to museums and historic sites.  Students will prepare individual or partner projects on a specific area of London history of their choice, as well as complete two course papers and a final exam. 
Interpreting Popular Culture (3 credits): This course aims to provide students with an understanding of the social and cultural processes that define and articulate the popular, within the framework of a set of rapidly changing British cultural identities and the urban context of London.  In emphasizing the popular modes of consumption and creative resistance that define much of what passes for British pop culture during the post-1945 period, reference will also be made to the concepts of Globalisation and Americanisation that presume many popular modes of interaction.  




By concentrating on music, fashion and style and their intimate relationships with the complex categories of Youth, Sub-Culture and Counter-Culture, a series of links will be made to the traditional forms of cultural hierarchy (Class and Imperialism) that have dominated British society.  London is a city of political and economic contrasts and complex cultural variety.  In order that these multifarious processes and influences are grasped, the course will be employing a variety of perspectives and sources drawn from Sociology, Social Anthropology, Literature and Cultural Studies.

Introduction to London Theatre (3 credits): An investigation of theatre as a form of artistic, social, and human expression, this course presents a "hands on" survey of the contemporary London scene.  Students will attend a variety of productions from major productions offered by the large, traditional companies, to the experimental and more adventurous "fringe" theatre scene.  The course will introduce the student to a variety of theatrical periods, styles and subjects.  Discussions will focus on trends in play writing and acting techniques.  

Course Selection & UW Equivalents
Each course you take abroad must be assigned a UW-Madison “equivalent” course in order for your grades and credits to be recorded on your UW-Madison transcript.  Course equivalent lists are available online www.studyabroad.wisc.edu/equivs.    
Participants sign up for classes in the Fall before leaving for London.  This process will be coordinated by Jessa Boche, IAP Study Abroad Advisor.  Enrollment for all courses is limited.  In case of over-subscription to a course, preference will be based on seniority and major status.  When completing your course selection form, it is very important to indicate your year and major on the form.   If you have any questions related to the academic program, please speak to Jessa Boche prior to departure (boche@bascom.wisc.edu).
Pass/Fail/Drop/Audit

Please refer to the IAP Study Abroad Handbook for academic policies.

Grades and Grade Conversions

Courses taken in London will follow the same grading scale as UW-Madison, and the grades you earn will apply to your overall GPA.
Living Abroad 

England

It is sometimes confusing to understand the difference between England, Great Britain and the United Kingdom.  England is located on the island of Great Britain, which also consists of Scotland and Wales.  Great Britain then, is part of the United Kingdom, which consists of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.  Coursework, particularly “Contemporary Britain” will delve into the historical and political formation of these unions.
England is the largest and most populated country in the UK, and it ranks as one of the most influential countries in the world.  Perhaps most interesting is their cultural mix of old and new.  As a country formally founded in 886, the English have a rich history with cherished traditions and customs.  However, they are also a modern society with constant contributions to the fashion, music and political realms.  Comparatively, America is a very young country without the same interesting mix of traditional and modern.  Therefore for American students, England is an especially fascinating place to study and live.
London

First-time visitors to London are often dazzled by its diversity, if slightly overwhelmed by its size.  However, if you view London as the sum total of all its smaller parts you will find it easier to explore and to discover its many hidden treasures for yourself.  Whether exploring the markets in Camden, the museums of South Kensington, or the performing arts scene on the South Bank, London can yield a pearl in each small area of the city.  London offers more than the guidebooks can show you.  While tourist spots like Buckingham Palace and the Houses of Parliament should not be missed, London will be more thoroughly enjoyed if you venture down side streets and mingle with the locals in their own neighborhood haunts.  Strive to make London your home: you will look less like a tourist and be well received.
The program site is located in the Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea and adjacent to Knightsbridge.  These locations are close to one another and are rich in facilities.  Within walking distance of both neighborhoods are excellent libraries, educational and cultural centres such as the Victoria and Albert Museum, Royal Albert Hall, Natural History Museum, Science Museum, Royal College of Art, Royal College of Music and Kensington Palace.

Kensington is relatively safe and student-friendly.  There are excellent public transport links through four tube (Underground) stops (Gloucester Road, South Kensington, Earl’s Court and High Street Kensington) and dozens of bus routes connecting to Heathrow and Gatwick Airports, mainline railway stations and the rest of London, primarily the West End with its unequaled theatre district.  World famous department stores such as Harrods and trendy boutiques are found next to convenient stores and supermarkets.  There is an array of restaurants suited to both the expensive and budget conscious student’s pocket.  In your neighborhood are Hyde Park, Kensington Gardens, and Holland Park where you will find nature, beauty, tranquility and an opportunity for sport and exercise such as soccer, horseback riding, tennis, softball, and jogging. 
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          Queens Gate Terrace in Kensington, the road on which Metrogate is located.
Housing 

Students will be living in the Kensington area in apartments.  All flats have their own TVs and bed linen that is changed every week (Bed linen includes blanket, pillows and sheets). You must, however, bring your own towels.  You can buy a towel once in London, however this can be expensive.  We highly encourage you to pack one good towel and perhaps purchase a cheaper second towel once in London. Stores like TK Maxx and Primark offer very inexpensive towels and pillows should you decide you’d like extras. 
Guest policies will be discussed with you in London; these policies are non-negotiable and are controlled by the apartment owners, not by UW Madison or the London program office.  Please make sure you are aware of the rules and that you abide by them. No overnight guests are permitted, but the London Office will help you find inexpensive accommodations for any visitors you have.

Most rooms are doubles and triples and some are quads. You also must keep in mind that British housing, in general, is much smaller than U.S. housing.  You will, therefore, not only have a smaller living space, but also smaller storage space. Follow the recommendations given to you under “Packing” and cut down on the number of clothing items you bring with you.  

Resident Assistants live in student accommodations. They are usually graduate students pursuing their own course of study in London. Their duties include informing the students of the presence of workmen in the building and maintaining a level of awareness about security issues. They also keep staff informed of any discipline and welfare problems which may affect the general harmony of all residents. 

Before departure, you will complete a “Housing Preference Form” and submit to Jessa Boche, IAP Study Abroad Advisor, which will let the London Staff know of your general housing preferences.  Students will not be informed of their specific housing assignments until arrival in London.
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Previous participants have lived in this flat at 37 Hyde Park Gate. 

Please also keep in mind that there are no exceptions made to the dates you are given to move in and move out of your housing, no early arrival or extended stay is permitted.
Phones and Internet Access

Phones

Most past participants have purchased a cell phone once they arrive in London to use for local and international calls.  It is common to purchase “pay as you go” services in London, and this tends to be the easiest option for students abroad. These phones come with a card that is used to add minutes to your phone at convenient locations around London (adding minutes is called “Topping Up”).  You can add minutes with cash or debit/credit card.  It is relatively cheap to talk and especially text within London, but rather expensive for you to call the states.  It is probably the cheapest option for people in the US to call your cell phone using a phone card or to set up a Skype account. Skype is a free service that allows individuals with web cams or microphones to video chat one another for free. Skype also offers very low rates for calling U.S. numbers from a computer equipped with a microphone or web cam. It is a good idea to set up an account before you leave and familiarize yourself with how the application works on your computer.
Previous participants have purchased phones from providers that offer reduced rates for calls made within their network so they can contact one another cheaply. Virgin Mobile offers a pay as you go plan that charges less per minute if calling another Virgin Mobile phone.

Each bedroom has a telephone which can take incoming calls including voicemail and allows outgoing calls using phonecards beginning with 0800.  
When making calls, keep time zone differences in mind.  From Madison, London is six hours ahead.  To make an international call to the United States, dial the access code for the country from which you are calling (for the UK it is “00”) plus the United States country code (always “1”) followed by the appropriate U.S. area code and local number.  To call internationally from the United States, dial the access code (011), the country code (44) city access code (20) and the phone number.  Country and city codes can be found online <www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/dialing.html>.  

If you were calling the IAP main office from London, you would dial:

00-1-608-265-6329
If you were calling the London Study Centre from Madison, you would dial:

011-44-20-7-591-7765
Internet Access

The Metrogate PC Lab is available for participants and is open 24 hours a day, seven days a week.  Thirty computers are available with MS Word and a fast internet connection.   UW-Madison participants will share computers in this lab with other study abroad programs’ students.   The computer lab printers are available to students to use for a small fee.  On arrival, students register at the reception desk at Metrogate and are assigned an “account”.  The first 10 pages of printing are free and thereafter you will pay 10 pence per copy printed. 

Almost all buildings affiliated with the program have wireless access to the internet, which is convenient for students who bring their laptops.  You will be given a password on arrival to enable internet access to your laptop.  In addition, there are numerous internet cafes in Kensington and throughout London which charge a nominal fee for their service.

Shopping in London

Food 
You will live within five or six blocks from very nice supermarkets as well as many small shops.  Sainsbury, Tesco, Waitrose are the three major supermarkets in London, branches of which are all within walking distance of the student flats.  Most grocery stores are open between 8:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m. but close earlier on Sundays. Check the times when you arrive as this can vary throughout the year.  Many offer greatly reduced prices at the end of the day and past participants have taken advantage of this and shopped just before closing time.  It is not recommended that you buy food from street (cart) vendors, especially meat products. Food in Europe often has fewer preservatives than in the U.S. so milk, cheese, bread and other perishables will spoil much faster.
Clothes

If you did not pack your suitcase to the maximum and want to bring home some British items, be prepared for higher prices.  The following prices of certain items are given to you as a guideline. You could find lower prices but also much higher ones!  Outdoor markets are available (bring cash since credit cards are not accepted – and be prepared to haggle as some prices are negotiable) along with boutiques and department stores.  Prices below are provided as a guideline only:

	Items
	Regular store
	Outdoor market

	Jackets

Pants

Shoes

Sweaters

T-shirts
	45 – 200 pounds

15 – 100

35 – 200

30 – 200

10 – 60
	40 – 100 pounds

15 – 30

15 – 75

15 – 40

10 –25 


Miscellaneous

· GALLERIES: Most of the national museums are free; special exhibits in the national museums/galleries usually have an admission fee which run anywhere from £3-6. Entrance fees for historical places, private museums, and galleries vary, but you should count on a minimum of £3 or more.

· THEATRES:  Tickets range from £10-55.  West End theatres will be the most expensive, but many offer student discounts or reduced prices for tickets purchased the day of the show. There are many discount ticket shops around Leicester Square.  Most Off-West End will run between £10-25 pounds.

· TOILETRIES: In general, you can find U.S. cosmetics in London, but usually at a higher cost.  Shampoo/conditioner/Hairspray/Gel/Mousse range from £5–15.  Hairdryers are typically £10-30.  However students have found that generic brands at Boots (London’s version of Walgreens) are relatively cheap and of good quality.

· HAIRCUTS: The average haircut at a nice salon for women is around £30-40 plus tip. Some salons around Kensington offer a discounted student rate at around £25. You might want to try your luck in a teaching academy (Toni and Guy, Vidal Sassoon) and get a haircut for around £5-10.
· EATING OUT FOR DINNER:  Inexpensive restaurants can range from £5-10; moderate from £10-15; and expensive from £25 and up.

· CLUBBING & GOING OUT:  Clubs typically have covers charges from £5–30.  Drinks can range from £3–12.  A mini cab home can cost from £5–8 depending upon how many people travel with you.  

Cultural and Social Opportunities
Excursions

Sponsored activities are an integral part of the UW-Madison program, serving to enhance the academics as well as the cultural base of the program.  The London staff plans a series of events including day trips to other English cities, popular tourist sites, soccer games, ethnic dinners, and theatre shows.  The pre-arranged events will have a standard charge of £1 per event.  This is a great bargain for students since the majority of activities planned cost much more than a pound.  Participants are highly encouraged to take advantage of these opportunities as they heighten the cultural experience of the program.

Student Unions 

You will have access to Imperial College Student Union which offers cafés and bars, travel, print shops, special interest clubs, guest speakers and live music, much of which is offered at student rates.  Imperial College also has a state of the art recreation facility.  You will be provided with a Union ID card, which gives you subsidized prices on all of the above activities. 

In British universities, student unions are the center of student life. If you do want to meet your British counterparts, you will need to frequent the most common place they frequent: the Student Union.  This is where you may join clubs and associations, which is probably the best way to meet British students.  The union bar is very popular and provides a comfortable and relaxed environment to meet Imperial students.  Imperial College Student Union is close to the Foundation House and a very short walk from your housing.  

Traveling in and outside of London

Transportation in London 

As students living in London, you are going to be traveling a great deal on public transportation.  Overall, the Underground and busing system is efficient and easy to understand.  During the orientation session in London, the London Staff will review your various transportation options and discounts available to students living in London.

Transportation in London - Your guide to tube, bus, and train travel:

http://www.transportforlondon.gov.uk/tfl
Traveling Outside London 

Many students take the opportunity to explore the UK and Europe while abroad.  However, you are strongly discouraged to travel to areas that the U.S. State Department has designated as hazardous or has advised against travel.  Make sure to check the U.S. State Department website (http://travel.state.gov/) for Travel Advisories and Consular Information Sheets for any country you are considering traveling to or through before you make any travel plans.  If you do not have access to the web, check with the U.S. Embassy or Consulate nearest you.  

When traveling outside London, consider the following:

· Various accommodations are available to student travelers.  Past participants have recommended staying in hostels – cheaper accommodation facilities often geared toward student travelers.  Visit www.hostels.com and www.hostelworld.com for information on worldwide hostels.  

· To facilitate your travels, you may wish to bring a sheet sleeping bag, travel towel, small toiletry bag, and small security padlock which are suitable for student budgeted trips.

· Make sure to leave your travel itinerary with the London Study Centre staff as well as with a family or friend in the U.S. in case someone needs to get hold of you in a hurry as well as for your own protection.  

Safety

London, particularly the Kensington neighborhood, is relatively safe.  However, this is still a large metropolitan city and common sense precautions are necessary to ensure your safety.  You will want to follow the same safety precautions that you would at home.  Here are some tips past participants have recommended to follow:

· PICK-POCKETERS: London is known for its pick-pocketers, especially in busy places like Tube stations.  Men are advised to carry their wallet in their front pocket.  Women will want to ensure that their purse is always zipped and tightly at your side, and never hang it on the back of a chair at restaurants.  Unfortunately, a few past participants have been victims of pick-pockets, so watch out for each other when you are in public places.  In London and the rest of Europe, Americans are sometimes more susceptible to petty theft because they stand out as tourists.  Use common sense!
· GOING OUT: Watch out for your flatmates at night, especially at big clubs.  Make sure you leave with everyone you came with.  Do not accept drinks from strangers.  But if you must, make sure you watch the bartender pour it, and only accept it directly from the bar.  Always have an eye on your drink.
· CAB SERVICES: Only ride in London Black Cabs because their company and drivers are certified through London’s metropolitan police.  Do not get into other cabs because you could get charged an unfair price.
·  FLAT SECURITY:  Never let anyone into the flat without proper identification.  You should always be informed of workers entering the building, so if someone comes unexpected, do not be afraid to request an ID.  
The flats are located directly between the Dutch and Algerian embassies.  Since many embassies reside in the area, the neighborhood is closely watched and safe.  Obviously, not all parts of London are like this, but students can feel relatively secure in the Kensington neighborhood.
Websites of Interest

UW-Madison International Academic Programs

http://www.studyabroad.wisc.edu
U.S. State Department:

http://travel.state.gov
U.S. State Department Students Abroad site:

http://www.studentsabroad.state.gov/
Center for Disease Control

http://www.cdc.gov/travel/
Current exchange rates

http://www.oanda.com
Lonely Planet

http://www.lonelyplanet.com

Student Testimonials

The testimonials below are from past participants; they reflect various students’ experiences and are included to provide different perspectives.  IAP does not endorse any specific view expressed in this section.
Preparations Before Leaving
Bring a laptop if you can.  You will have to write a lot of papers so although it’s not necessary, having a computer is GOOD!  

I wish I had brought more pictures, socks and underwear—laundry was expensive.
London weather is crazy.  It will be sunny one minute and raining the next.  I went in the fall and overall, I would say it was pretty cold.  I would suggest you bring clothes you can layer because the weather is so unpredictable.  I was glad I had my winter coat.

Watch travel videos, read guide books, and stay current to issues affecting your country.  The more information you take in, the more meaningful your trip will be right from the beginning.  

Don’t overpack.  If you like to shop like me, you’ll end up buying things there anyway.  
Don’t think you have to bring a lifetime supply of shampoo and other toiletries.  Boots is like a Walgreens and its right down the street with basically everything you need.
Bring a form of identification besides your passport that has your date of birth on it to bring out to pubs and clubs. Obviously, you don’t want to lose your passport.
Around London
Instead of trying to see everything in London while you are there, concentrate on the places that really interest you and get to know them well.  

‘Must see’ places:  Tower of London (great history), London parks (enjoyable and leisurely, especially Kew Gardens), National Portrait Gallery (see the faces of the men and women who shaped London). Camden is awesome too.
Buy a pair of cute European shoes and then walk EVERYWHERE.  It is the best way to see the city.

Travel 
I found that a big backpack was much less of a hassle to use than a rolling bag for weekend trips.  Wheeling a heavy suitcase over cobblestone streets is not easy.

Travel tip: the best friends do not always make the best travel partners!

Go on all the day trips the London Study Center staff plan for you, even if you do not think you're going to like it or your friends aren't going.  These trips give you a broader understanding of British culture.
A lot of airlines that offer short flights around Europe have really strict baggage restrictions, especially RyanAir. Check what weights and bag sizes are allowed for carry-ons BEFORE you get to the airport. Unpacking and sorting through your bag at the check-in counter is a hassle and everyone behind you in line will hate you.
Academic Program 
Budget time – you are abroad and it’s exciting, but you are doing a STUDY abroad program - - don’t forget that.  

I spent a lot less time studying compared to what I do in Madison, but I was still learning constantly because I was living in London and not having as much schoolwork allowed me to do that. 

Become familiar with the local Kensington library, it is very easy to use and helpful with course work; coffee shops can be good places to study.  Get started on assignments early so you’re not swamped in the last week when you would rather be seeing your favorite places one last time and exploring London before you leave.  
Studying in the flat can be difficult because with so many people there, something is always going on and there will always be distractions. Be respectful of people who are studying but also keep in mind that you can always leave the flat and study in a café or the park.
Living Abroad
London is an expensive city.  Try not to spend all of your time thinking about how much money you're spending, because it truly is an experience of a lifetime.

My advice – spend more money when it counts!  Buy something you really want, but be practical when possible.   

I used a debit card at ATM machines and my credit card occasionally.  It was really easy to handle money this way, but you should bring an extra ATM card in case yours gets demagnetized or something.  My largest expenses were food, travel, and theatre tickets.  ​
Save money by cooking your own food and by using the bus instead of the Tube when you can.

Tube passes are great, get the discount student card.  Figure out the night bus schedule so you don’t have to waste money on cab fare.  
Take time to really get to know London outside of Kensington and the big tourist spots. It’s the most amazing city in the world and you should work from the first day to make yourself feel like a native and not a tourist.

Enjoy your Study Abroad Experience!
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Remember to have a London map.











- 5 -


