Ireland, Dublin Parliamentary Internship – Fall 2009
IAP Program Handbook

The Dublin, Ireland Parliamentary Internship is offered by International Academic Programs (IAP) at the University of Wisconsin-Madison in conjunction with Arcadia University.  This IAP Program Handbook supplements handbook(s) or materials you receive from Arcadia University as well as the IAP Study Abroad Handbook and provides you with the most up-to-date information and advice available at the time of printing.  Changes may occur before your departure or while you are abroad.  

Questions about your program abroad (housing options, facilities abroad, etc.) as well as questions relating to your relationship with your host university or academics (e.g. course credit and equivalents, registration deadlines, etc.) should be directed to International Academic Programs at UW-Madison. 
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Contact Information
On-Site Program Information

Arcadia University U.S. Office
Andrew Downs
Senior Program Manager – Internships

215 572 4696

downsa@arcadia.edu 
Center for Education Abroad

450 S. Easton Road

Glenside, PA 19038‑3295

 (215) 572 2174 fax
http://www.arcadia.edu/abroad/ 
Arcadia University Ireland Program Office
Resident Director:  Colin Ireland

6 Clare Street

Dublin 2

Ireland

Phone:  +353 1 676 8875

UW-Madison Information
International Academic Programs (IAP)

University of Wisconsin-Madison

250 Bascom Hall, 500 Lincoln Drive

Madison, WI 53706

Tel:  608-265-6329  Fax: 608-262-6998

Web: www.studyabroad.wisc.edu

	For Program Advising & Grades:


Jessa Boche
IAP Study Abroad Advisor


Tel: 608-265-6329



E-mail: boche@bascom.wisc.edu

	For Financial Matters:

Judy Humphrey

IAP Financial Specialist

Tel: 608-262-6785

E-mail: jhumphrey@bascom.wisc.edu


Emergency Contact Information
In case of an emergency, call the main IAP number (608) 265-6329 between 8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday-Friday; after-hours or on weekends call the IAP staff on call at (608) 516-9440.

Embassy Registration
All program participants who are U.S. citizens must register at the U.S. Embassy before departure as this will help in case of a lost passport or other mishap.  You can register on-line at <https://travelregistration.state.gov>. If you are not a U.S. citizen, register at your home country’s embassy or consulate.

U.S. Embassy Dublin 
42 Elgin Road 
Ballsbridge
Dublin 4

Telephone: +353 1 668-8777 During Business Hours
+353 1 668 9612, for emergencies involving American citizens  
Fax: +353 1 668-9946 - Main Embassy
Fax: +353-1-668-8056 - American Citizen Services/Passport Unit
Fax: +353-1-668-8881  - Visa Unit
http://dublin.usembassy.gov/index.html
Program Dates 
	Fall 2009 (tentative)

	Depart U.S.
	August 29, 2009

	Arrival in Dublin
	August 30

	Orientation
	August 30 - September 1

	Depart for Dublin Housing
	September 2

	Visit IPA
	September 3

	Homestay Experience
	September 4-7

	Internship Local Orientation
	September 8

	Classes Begin
	September 9

	Semester Ends
	December 11

	Program Concludes
	December 12


**Be sure to check with Arcadia regarding confirmed dates.

http://www.arcadia.edu/abroad/default.aspx?id=18678
Preparation Before Leaving

Refer to the Pre-Departure Checklist on pages four and five of the IAP Study Abroad Handbook for essential information.

Immigration Documents
Passport

A passport is needed to travel to Ireland and to obtain your student visa.  Apply immediately for a passport if you do not already have one.  Passport information and application forms can be found on the U.S. State Department website (http://travel.state.gov/passport). If you already have your passport, make sure it will be valid for at least 6 months beyond the length of your stay abroad.

Visa 
A visa is not required for this program.  However, all non-EU students studying in the Republic of Ireland for more than 3 months are required to complete a registration process with the Irish Police Force (An Garda Síochána) within their first month in country.  Arcadia University will provide participants with detailed information regarding this process. This information is available on their website at http://www.arcadia.edu/abroad/default.aspx?id=21524.  
Handling Money Abroad

The official currency of Ireland is the Euro (EUR), with 1 Euro equaling 100 cents.  As of 1/28/09, the exchange rate was $1 USD to 0.76 Euro.  

ATM/Debit Cards: You can access your U.S. checking account using an ATM card; generally you will find that cards of the CIRRUS and PLUS system are the most widely accepted. When you use your ATM card, you immediately receive your funds in local currency; the exchange rate you get is in general better than what you would get when exchanging travelers’ checks. Check with your bank or credit union before departure to ensure that you can use your ATM card overseas and to verify the fee you will be charged for such transactions.

Credit cards: Visa, American Express, and Master Card are accepted at many locations and cardholders are able to draw cash on their card accounts per their card company's policies.

Packing
Most past study abroad participants will tell you that they brought too much with them.  Think carefully about what you really will need (and must carry) as you plan for packing.  Plan on dressing in casual clothing for class as you would in the U.S.  Consider packing:

· Small weekend bag for short trips (2-3 days)

· A towel for traveling and staying in hostels

· Raingear and a travel umbrella

· Comfortable walking shoes

· Laptop if desired for internet access, music, movies, photos, etc.

You will be able to find most toiletry items easily in Ireland, although they may be under different brand names.  However, contact lens care products are very expensive.  If you take special vitamins or prescription drugs, you must bring those with you in their original containers.  Do not plan on having medication sent to you by mail as they most likely will be held up in customs.

Electronics

Ireland runs on 220V (volts), 50Hz (cycles) AC and uses the British Standard 1363 three-pin plug. If you plan on bringing any electronics from the United States, keep in mind that they will require adapters/converters which you should purchase before departure. It may be more convenient and less expensive to purchase appliances in Ireland rather than purchasing the necessary converter/adapters in the United States.

Travel and Arrival Information

Arcadia will provide you with details on travel and arrival in Ireland.  There may be an option for a group flight however, Arcadia will confirm this with you.  If no group flight is offered, you will be responsible for making your own flight arrangements.

The Academic Program

General Information

Co-sponsored by UW-Madison, the Dublin Parliamentary Internship program by Arcadia University allows students to earn academic credit, enhance professional knowledge, and improve practical skills. Students will develop a real-world perspective on government, Irish politics, and the parliamentary system while interning with a Member of the Irish Parliament. 

During the program, students will intern at least two full days per week. Individual initiative, ability, past experience, and the student's relationship with the Member of Parliament he/she is interning with will largely determine the type of work assigned. Responsibilities may include conducting surveys, researching and reporting on issues related to public welfare, and preparing for press briefings. 

Along with the internship, students will also spend two days each week taking courses. The themes of the courses are carefully designed to relate closely to the students' parliamentary internships. These courses, along with an extensive orientation, are designed to provide students with the necessary background to work effectively in their new environments. 

Course Information
All students participating in the Dublin Parliamentary Internship will be enrolled in three prescribed courses in addition to the internship component.  Courses are taught by lecturers at the Institute for Public Administration (IPA) which awards degrees through the National University of Ireland system and as is the national center for civil service training in public administration and public management.
Dublin Parliamentary Internship

Central to the internship experience will be a research project, the focus of which will be determined in consultation with the program’s Academic Director, IPA faculty and the member of parliament to whom a student is assigned.   The project is meant to allow students to focus on their research interests as they relate to Irish politics, culture or society and will culminate in a written piece 2500-3500 words in length.  
The structure of the program is organized so that the internship itself remains the most important aspect of the experience, and it is not possible for the student to perform poorly as an intern and still have a good research paper rescue him/her in terms of final grades.  Students will be evaluated by their performance as an intern in key areas.  This evaluation will account for a significant portion of the grade.

Finally, all students will maintain a journal as a reflective exercise.  Journals are not assigned a letter grade or percentage of the final grade; however failure to complete journaling assignments will cause a deduction in the student’s final grade
The Dublin Parliamentary Internship course will be worth 6 credits at UW-Madison.

Irish Society and Politics
The course examines several aspects of Irish culture and how they impact Ireland today; focusing on Irish Society, Irish Politics, Irish Economy, and Ireland and the European Union.  
The topical nature of this course is directly related to each intern’s placement in the Dáil Éireann or the Seanad Éireann.  Students are expected to interact at a high level while participating in their placement and have a strong knowledge of contemporary issues in Ireland.  This course is designed to prepare students for their participation in the Oireachtas (Irish Parliament).

The Irish Society and Politics course will be worth 3 credits at UW-Madison.
History of Modern Ireland: 1870 to Present

The course surveys Irish history from the beginning of the Home Rule movement, through the War for Independence, the establishment of the Republic of Ireland, to Ireland’s role in Europe today.

Though the course is essentially political in its focus, attention is given to social and cultural issues.  Considerable attention is given to the history of Northern Ireland, from both the Nationalist and Unionist perspective, and of the present reestablishment of self-autonomy.

Students will be reminded throughout the course of parallel developments in European politics and society.  On completion of the course students should have an understanding of the complex forces which have shaped modern Ireland.

The History of Modern Ireland course will be worth 3 credits at UW-Madison.

Modern Irish Literature: 1890 to Present

The course surveys Irish literature throughout the twentieth century beginning with the Celtic Revival and the emergence of William Butler Yeats, JM Sygne, and others; to worldwide acclaim of James Joyce and Samuel Beckett; to the Irish literature of today of Seamus Heaney and Roddy Doyle. 

The course intends to offer an introduction to a variety of Irish authors and genres, focusing on those works that impacted Irish life and later Irish literary works.  The course will stress the close relationship between Irish society and the literary works of the time.

On the completion of the course, students should be able to demonstrate an understanding of the developmental process of modern Irish Literary Culture and its effects on Irish society.
The Modern Irish Literature course will be worth 3 credits at UW-Madison.
Registration

All students are automatically enrolled in three courses in addition to the internship component.

Equivalents and Course Equivalent Request Form (CERF)

Each course you take abroad must be assigned a UW-Madison “equivalent” course in order for your grades and credits to be recorded on your UW-Madison transcript.  In order to establish UW-Madison course equivalents for your study abroad courses, you will submit a Course Equivalent Request Form (CERF).  Detailed information on the UW course equivalent process is available in the IAP Study Abroad Handbook.

*You will also be required to fill out an Academic Internship Syllabus Form in order for the proper UW department to approve an equivalency for your internship.  This form must be typed and filled out with detailed information about your daily work in your internship.  The type of credit you receive will depend on the content of your internship.  If the internship content doesn’t fit within the context of an academic department, SAB InterDiv 370 10 - International Internship can be approved.
Credits
UW-Madison students participating on the Dublin Parliamentary Internship program will receive academic credit for successful completion of academic requirements and learning objectives. The minimum academic requirements associated with the internship include successful completion of:

(1) Orientation programs prior to departure and on arrival

(2) Regular and active participation at the internship placement site

(3) Attendance at workshop/seminar sessions in Dublin as determined by the faculty supervisor

(4) Written academic products

Limits and Load

UW-Madison students enrolled in the Dublin Parliamentary Internship program are required to enroll in three courses in order to be registered at UW-Madison as full-time students. The coursework required for these courses is in addition to the internship placement. 

Pass/Fail/Drop/Audit

Please refer to the IAP Study Abroad Handbook for academic policies.

Grades and Grade Conversions

Please refer to the IAP Study Abroad Handbook for academic policies and grade conversions.

Living Abroad
Ireland is an island of five million people located in the Northwest of Europe and is a member of the European Union. Long renowned for its culture, it has a strong tradition of developmental and educational links with other nations. 

Ireland is one of six Celtic nations with its distinctive Irish (Gaelic) culture and language. Although Irish is its first official language, English is now the most common language in daily use. However, Irish is still the first language of Gaeltacht (Gaelic speaking) communities which are located mainly on the west coast of Ireland.

Irish Times 
" 

www.ireland.com



Irish Tourism www.ireland.travel.ie
Dublin, a city whose median population is under the age of 30, is a mecca for students and young adults.  Dublin has been the capital city of Ireland for almost all of its thousand-year history. Originally a Viking settlement, Dublin is situated between Dublin Bay and the mountains within bus and train access to the renowned scenic areas of Kerry, Clare Cork, Galway, Waterford and Donegal.  You'll never be at a loss for things to do in Dublin. You can catch a play at the world-renowned Abbey Theatre, sample the wide variety of cafes and entertainment venues in Temple Bar, or simply kick back and relax in Phoenix Park, one of the largest city parks in Europe.
Dublin is noted for its vibrant culture, life, and atmosphere, and has been home to many of the world’s leading writers and playwrights including Sheridan, Shaw, Swift, Joyce, O'Casey and Beckett.  Contemporary actors, film makers, poets and musicians, from Neil Jordan to U2, have continued to contribute to popular culture in Dublin.  
Expressions of Irish culture are not confined to the National Concert Hall, but are accessible to everyone; traditional music is played by local street buskers and in area pubs for all to enjoy. On a simple stroll through Dublin’s streets you’re bound to recognize places illuminated in Irish literature and folklore.
Dublin is not only a cultural hub, but a transportation hub as well. You can catch a ferry to England or Wales or fly to the destination of your choice from Dublin’s modern international airport. When you’re seeking respite from city life, you'll find many charming villages and small towns outside of Dublin. Within 30 minutes of the city center you can enjoy scenic mountains and sandy beaches, as well as beautiful public parks and gardens.

Arcadia Housing
Students participating in the Dublin Parliamentary Internship program are given the freedom to experience and explore Dublin while residing in Arcadia-provided flats just south of the Dublin city center. 

Arcadia University leases flats for students in residential neighborhoods south of the city center, concentrated in the Dublin 2, Dublin 4, and Dublin 6 areas.  Conveniently located between the Institute of Public Administration (IPA) and city center, students generally walk to their classes and internship—about 25 – 40 minutes—but can also take advantage of public bus routes. 
Arcadia flats accommodate three to five students in shared bedrooms and feature communal bathrooms, kitchens and living areas.  Students prepare their own meals and can take advantage of the various neighborhood shops and grocery stores.  Additionally, each flat features wireless internet access and includes a washer, television, and telephone to be used with a calling card. 
Transportation

There are several local transportation options, including:

· DART local suburban rail system (DART) www.irishrail.ie
· LUAS tram system www.luas.ie 
· Local bus network www.dublinbus.ie
Bus, LUAS, and DART schedules can be accessed via the internet or in the central Dublin Bus office located on O’Connell Street.  A local bus, rail, or tram ride costs approximately €1.8040 - €1.90, while a taxi costs approximately €7.00-15.00 (within 3 miles of the city center).
In addition to public transportation, bicycles are advertised in Buy and Sell magazines, which are printed bi-weekly and cost around €2.00. 
Safety

Dublin is a large metropolitan city and common sense precautions are necessary to ensure your safety.  You will want to follow the same safety precautions that you would at home.  Here are some tips past study abroad participants have recommended to follow:

· PICK-POCKETERS:  Men are advised to carry their wallet in their front pocket.  Women will want to ensure that their purse is always zipped and tightly at your side, and never hang it on the back of a chair at restaurants.  Watch out for each other when you are in public places.  In Dublin and the rest of Europe, Americans are sometimes more susceptible to petty theft because they stand out as tourists.  Use common sense!
· GOING OUT: Watch out for each other at night, especially at big clubs.  Make sure you leave with everyone you came with.  Do not accept drinks from strangers.  But if you must, make sure you watch the bartender pour it, and only accept it directly from the bar.  Always have an eye on your drink.
·  FLAT SECURITY:  Never let anyone into your flat without proper identification.  You should always be informed of workers entering the building, so if someone comes unexpected, do not be afraid to request an ID.  
Communication
When making calls, keep in mind time zone differences (www.timeanddate.com/worldclock).  To make an international call to the United States, dial the access code for the country from which you are calling plus the United States country code (always “1”) followed by the appropriate U.S. area code and local number.  To call internationally from the United States, dial “011”, the country code, city access code (if necessary) and the phone number .  Country and city codes can be found online (www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/dialing.html).  Some of above steps can vary if you are using a calling card.
There are public telephones in many outdoor locations all over Ireland as well as in telecentres, public buildings, including rail and bus stations, shops, pubs, restaurants and hotels. Local trunk and international calls can be dialed direct from these phones. Telephone cards can be purchased in telecentres and in post offices and retail outlets displaying the CallCard sign.  Some former study abroad students recommend having a U.S. calling card (AT&T, Sprint, etc.) to be able to obtain cheaper rates than are available through direct dialing. Pre-paid calling cards are also available at “tobacco-and-magazine” shops and may offer the least expensive rates.

Students may also use an ISIC card as an international calling card and voice mail service. With an ISIC card, students can call internationally on any pay phone and receive voicemail messages from abroad in a personal inbox.  Calls are debited to the ISIC card account, which can be refilled via a credit card.  Details on how to use an ISIC as a calling card while in Ireland are available at www.usit.ie (Travelcard)—the service is called ISIConnect.

There are many cheap options for international calling cards on sale in newsagents in Ireland. An increasingly popular option for students is to buy a “Ready to Go” mobile phone (cell phone). These are reasonably cheap to buy and you can control your usage as they work on a “phone card” basis, so you pay as you talk.

WEBSITES OF INTEREST
U.S. State Department Students Abroad site:
http://www.studentsabroad.state.gov/
UW-Madison International Academic Programs

http://www.studyabroad.wisc.edu
U.S. State Department:

http://travel.state.gov
U.S. State Department Students Abroad site:

http://www.studentsabroad.state.gov/
Center for Disease Control

http://www.cdc.gov/travel/
Current exchange rates

http://www.oanda.com
Lonely Planet

http://www.lonelyplanet.com
